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A Message from the CePresidents of the Parents Association

Dear P.S. 175 Parents and Students:

Spring Break is over, kids are studying and almost ready to take their tests and before we know it, summer Will be
here. Therefore, during our April PA meeting, we had a Summer Camp Fair, which was a big success. We would}like to
thank the following camps for coming to our school: Sensational Kids, Central Queens YM & YWHA, Magic Carfjet,

Oasis Day Camp from Queensborough Community CoIIe%ISe,

Forest Summer Camp, and Forest Hills Community House. If anyone needs information from these camps, ple
us and we would be happy to share what we have learned at the Camp Fair.

Yol

e contact

Kindergarten Open House in the middle of April was a big hit as well. The incoming parents were asking many ques-

chil dbébs education, as well as t o /Jiathesnoseaskedjabaitstapic foom the

b

tions and the Parents Association was there to welcome them tell them about the PA and how they can Contributr to their
a

out

incoming parents. The PA is working hard to make sure P.S. 175 students are offered the best After School progfam possi-

ble.

Once again it is time for the year 202011 elections for the future PA Executive Board as well as the School Ldader-

ship Team (SLT) elections. The following positions are open:
PA Board Positions
President / Cé°residents
Vice President(s)
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer

We also have some spots open on the SLfor which parents will receive a stipend of $300 from the City. SLT
meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 AM in the library.

All elected Board positions are held for one year (SLT for two) and new members are elected in June 2010.
or legal guardian, who is not a P.S. 175 employee, is eligible for nomination. If anyone is interested in any of the

ballot box located in the main office.

The PA would Iike to inform al/l parents that we
ested in purchasing or selling these delicious candy bars at work or in the community to help raise funds for our
please contact a member of the PA Board. I

The kids will go with their teachers during the day to our PA $hapd parents will have a chance buy plants after th

y parent
posi-
tions, please write a letter indicating your position of interest and include a brief biography. Place the letter in the PA

re

s el

hool,

Parents, the Motheré6és Day PLANT SALE is al most hire. T

May 4" PA meeting.We are glad to have Mr. Suraci at our May 4 meeting; he is the principal of Halsey Junior Hi

School, one block down from P.S. 175. We hope to see nfaagb4" grade parents, and of course everyone else who

might be interested i t 6 s never too early to start planning fo

HAPPY MOTHERS DAY!
Sincerely,

Elena Aminova
Daniela Reinsch
Pamela Peters

PA Co-Presidents

-l
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: A Message from Our Principal :
| I
| I
| I
| I
THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
| I
I P.S.175 - District 28 I
The Lynn Gross Discovery School

| 64-35 102° Street [
| Rego Park, N.Y. 11374 |
I (718) 8978600 Fax. (718) 99-B644 I
| Linda H. Green Patricia Cooper |
Principal Assistant Principal

| I
| I
| I
| Dear Parents: |

IAII of our testing has been pushed back to the end of the school year. Below is a schedule of testing for the rema‘nder of

| the year: |
IAPRIL |
| 261 27 Grades 3,4, 5 ELA (Reading) |
I 28 Grade 4 only ELA (Reading) I
| MAY I
56 Grade 3,4, 5 MATH
| 7 Grade 4 only MATH I
| 24 to June 4 Grade 4 only SCIENCE (PERFORMANCE) |
LJune |
| 7 Grade 4 only SCIENCE (WRITTEN) I

I The students have been preparing all year for these exams. Please have the children well rested and on tirinebet/lryday
I especially on test days. I

| Good Iuck to all of our students taking these exams!

:Very truly yours,

I .
ILlnda Green
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: A Message from Our Assistant Principal :
| April 2010 I

I Dear Pen and Ink Readers: |
I The gentle light of dawn, sunshine or gentle rain showers, crisp air and spring birds call us to begirjour day.
I Each family anticipates a productive and peaceful day. Greetings and kisses are exchanged and off wge go.

I must recognize and extend kudos to Ms. Viola and to her young scientists. Our students experienced the
liife process from eggs to baby chicks.

| 4&5.. |
| R s |

N
\J

: At The Lynn Gross Discovery School, P. S. 175 Queens our upper grade students are prepareI for both
the New York State English Language Arts and New York State Mathematics tests. On the horizon is'the New
| York State Grade Four Science test. All English as A Second Language students will complete the New York
|State English as a Second Language Achievement Test. We wish each student success. I
Performing arts, field trips, technology, SCcCi enc
IIearning experience, at The Lynn Gross Discovery School, P. S. 175 Queens. | extend sincere apprtciation to
| parents and family members who accompany classes on field trips, help their children practice for sppcial per-
Iformances, create with their children beautiful posters and support their children with special projects.
As the weather and temperatures encourage outdoor family events, visit a New York City Park covered with emer-
| ald green grass, beautiful trees and flourishing floral gardens click here to learmmorerycgovparks.org
I On a park bench under a shady tree tickled by cool breezes enjoy books about birds:

I‘H Urban Roosts by Barbara Bash
9 Birds by Kevin Henkes Ages3 I
11 Birds: Natureds Magnificent FI-Wing Machines Jby Ca

|‘H The Cuckoobs Hai ku and Ot her Bi-klOdi ng Poems l]y Mi ¢
1 Even an Ostrich Needs a Nest by Irene Kelly

|

|

| I

lIs Curious George one of your favorite characters? Take several Curious George bookg to

It he park. In addition read fAiThe Journey ThatI Save
H. A. Rey by Louise Borden.

Until our next issue of Pen and Ink, enjoy life as we share the good times and support each othdr through
| the rough times. I

| Fondly,
|

| Patricia Cooper
|
|
|
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http://www.nycgovparks.org/

: Dear Parents,

| | hope everyone enjoyed a safe and happy holiday. With two months left to the

Ischool year, our students continue to thrive, and our parents are there to support their

Ichil drends efforts. This Parent/ Chi I:d t €

|

I At this time, | want to thank all of those parents who took the time to fill odt the

| Learning Environment Survey Form. The surveys will give our school informatioh that

jwill help us to improve all aspects of our school environment. Additionally, the results

Iof the surveys will factor into the Letter Grade that our school will receive on thep new
Progress Report this fall. This was a wonderful way to let us know what you think of

Iyour childdéos school, and to |l et yourn voi

. : 1
| Continue to be a Partner 1 n your thlc

la Ateamo effort.
I

I
| Sincerely,

IFran Sternberg

Parent Coordinator
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! CLASSROOM CHATTER ;

: : : theeven signed the Declaration of Independence. Our: Iast
: _ Klndergarten E :tr|p will be to Queens College to see Suessical!l We arp
plt o is wonderful to watch :thyeoofidgfoflnirll 8 hdsd ekdlifig'rips? Prolress

= this time of the year.They are now readers and wrlte:rs
: The lovely spring weather presents an opportunlty' fors
them to enjoy outdoor activities such as playing in: the:
park planting flowers, and/or participating in outdg)or.
sports Please include literacy afterwards by asking your' Ms. Olson, Ms. Lyons, Ms. Warner, Ms
: child to write a story about these special events in the|:
: lives. In mathematics, the students are measuring witi no:nsatCOWItZ Ms. PlanSky
: -standard measurements such as their paper footprml_:s apd
:standard measurements such as a rullease provide :
syour child with material to measure with at home,. ass znd Grade
: well. Another fun math activity you can do at home with } : The end of the year is fast approaching, and the Secohd
: your child to review class work is to play store with p;en : Grade students are working steadily towards a succe&sful
: nies and nickels now and later introduce dimes and qual: finish of this school yearWe are forging ahead with the

: : ters, too. Put price tags on snack items or toys and have curriculae as we get ready for Ecfaor the spring. In :

your child pay the correct amount of money for th7es : the next few weeks, we will be working arduously to com—
:items. Some kindergarteners are looking forward tc: ats

: tending spring class trips such as seeing a play and/ar gpPlete Eclas2 so that we can better gauge the chlldrens:
-|ng to the Big Apple Circus at Cunningham Park. The- progress thus fanWe ask all parents to continue their :
: children are having fun writing poemsSome poems : support of the Second Grade teachers as we begjiasE :

: rhyme while others don'tWe're writing poems abor,lt .2 testing. Testing as we teach requires a lot of maneU\zer—

: many topics such as our family, nature, colors, the a‘iual"lng and parents can help by continually reminding the.

: ium, the beach, etcWhy not decide on a topic with yobr & £ children of your expectations for their classroom behav-

: child and enjoy writing a poem together? : *iors. Anticipating your continued support in this respept

.The Kindergarten Teachers: = we take this opportunity to thank you in advance. In addl—
: tion to testing and finishing the curriculae, the Second_

’ Grade is also looking forward to some trips that are cam-

: :ing. In the third week of April, we will be going to the :

: : Queens Museum of Art, and are happy to see several'par—

1 st Grade : : ents express their desire to accompany the cla3des,

: 2 in mid-June, we will head out to the zoo for our Second

: The First Grade Teachers

=Ms Mandis,, Ms Comiskey, Ms. Nelso
i Ms. Oliver, Ms. Cheffo, Ms. Lombardo.

The First Grade has been really busy working hard-ancf Grade Fun Day; it's a day that the children always en-
: learning so many interesting things. We have been ert'”guoy There is much fanfare as we celebrate the end ofithe
: letters to each other and we are now starting to write go- & : school year. We go all out to help the children celebrate
: : etry to help celebrate Poetry Month. On Thursday, ApFlI : : their successes in Second Grade. :
: £ 29th, P.S. 175 will have our annual Poem in Your Pocket Finally, we wish you a happy spring...may you find til.ine
: Day. This is a special day in which everyone wearsa i :tg enjoy the flowers.
pocket with a poem that either they created themselvet'-s Ok " The Second Grade Teachers
: found in a poetry book. Everyone gets to share their pp-
:ems with each other. It's a lot of fun to hear all the mter- : i
: : esting poems! We have also been busy learning a lot Ih : :Ms. Curiale, Ms. Feldman, Ms. Presto
: : math, like place value, learning how to use money to E : Ms. Shapiro
: make change and fractions. In social studies, we are Iearrl-
: ing about our country and all the wonderful things that. : Class 2136
: make the USA so great! We are reading a lot and Worklng Our class has been exercising and learning to stay healthy
hard on our comprehension skills! We have some realiy : with the warmer weather coming very soon. We have also

: exciting trips planned for the upcoming weeks. We wiltbe: : been working on writing poetry. We have written some

! Visiting Pi U E ¢ Hills to | how t " :acrostlc poems and we soon will be working on writing
V'S' ing Pizzeria Uno in Forest Hills to learn how to make = poetry with rhyming words. We have also been Worklng

: pizza! We will have the opportunity to make our own amd : hard and learning multiplication concepts.

= even eat it! We will also be visiting Rufus King Manor tn |\/|I‘S Kalinowski
: Jamaica. Rufus King was the very first senator of NY and

oRLLLIERELEEE - RTLTEEEEEELD
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! CLASSROOM CHATTER !

T .S LTS T e P e T e B T FY T o FF o T o BN o WL o FF oL o PR W, FF T B 1'

: 3 rd Gra.de proud of our dancers!

- ELA News
It is hard to believe that we are fast reaching the end of During poetry month we are reading and analyzing a \ari-

: the school year and there is so much important work |eﬂ = ety of poems and encouraging our students to share tElelr

to be accomplished. As we write this, we are wgorousEy : favorite poems with their classmates. We hope that ogir

prepanng for our standardized tests and hoping that the E : students are reading at least 30 minutes every night.
: fruits of our labor will result in the children having per-: 3 : Great job!

: formed well on these requirements! We wish all the CE"'- : TAG students did an outstanding job with Constitution
dren well. In late May, we are looking forward to our Mu- : : Works. Thank you Mrs. Bialek!

: sic Concert at Carnegie Hall. Our children are practlcf-hg :
d|I|gentIy on their recorders. Finally, we will be celebra& : Madame Tussauds

: ing all the different countries culminating in our Imm|g|:a— : £ The trip was great! We all had so much fun being up
: close and personal with our favorite celebrities and warld

: : tion Festival. Parents are welcome to share your wondeh leaders. Thank you parent volunteers!
-fuI countrybés dishes wit -us.
: : Parent Volunteers
: The 8" grade picnic at Forest Park will be on Friday, May
: 28", Any parent interested in volunteering can contact
itheir childoés teacher .
itUpcoming eventsé
E Picnic: Friday, May 28
: Party: Thursday, Juné“3

! Graduation: Wednesday, Juné®23

The Third Grade Teachers:

: Ms. Castano, Ms. Forte, Ms. Chan, Ms
00 Kef f e

4™ Grade

: The Fifth Grade Teachers:
We are well rested from Spring Break, and now.. : MISS COI‘IeI’I Ms. Dlamond, Mr. Pon-

: crunch time! The state ELA and Math tests are approdch— gratz Ms. Green
:ing as we speak. We are ready. Of course, we all cant &
: wait for this to be over. Our trip to the Lower East SIdE k

: Tenement Museum was certainly an-eyener. It made : : UNITED FEDERATION OF TEACHERS and
fus appreciate the fortitude of people who struggle eve:y \a\ ATeaC/) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

: day to have a better life. We are studying the Civil War in

E Social Studies and, as always, we continue to hone ogr

: writing skills. Our next expedition should be fun. We have
: scheduled a trip to Ripley's Believe It or Not for the migl-

: dle of May. Enjoy the spring!

EEEEEEEEEEEEE NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEER

: The Fourth Grade Teachers: : 1 21 2 777 3380 )
: Ms. Steinmetz, Ms. Vilkas, Mr. Naussas - = =
;baum, Mr. Suh E FRI!lEgNFEEV{fgI‘{AII(I;FH
: H 5
: th : PARENTS! Get help working with your child.
: 5 Grade : STUDENTS! call and get help in:
: Ballroom Dancing : Reading @ Math T Writing @ Science
: Ballroom dancing has been an amazing experience for ou We also sp:ak " |
‘ ic, i, Chinese, . Greek, Haitian-Creole,

students. Miss Jeanne taught our ladies and gentlemdn || 35,20 Kerea, Rskon S Spanin

: discipline, respect, and of course how to dance. They:car Call on MONDAY, TUESDAY,
: really shake it! Our dance performance was a huge su:c— WEDNEZ%‘S‘;%S THURSDAY
: cess. We all had a great time and hope that our studénts N _;I g v t0 hel
: continue to dance in the future. Thank you Miss Jeanpel . il ki >,
: Our amazing ballroom dance team competed in the quar- i DR UCAION S o P et MG N 00T,
:ter -finals in March and won the bronze metal. We areso -
8 Pen and Ink



| ESL I

| Testing Time for English Second Language Students
Best wishes for a wonderful Spring! It seems to have arrived after a long, wet, and dreary winter. The children are
| getting taller and smarter as the school year comes nearer to a close. Watching our children grow is a joy.
We are presently administering the NYSESLAT. It is now the time of year when the English Second Lanauage
students take the annual New York State English Second Language Achievememdiestommonly referred to as tte
NYSESLAT. The test is divided into the four components of language acquisition: listening, speaking, reading, arid writ-
ing.
I All the students have been practicing in class and some on Saturdays if they are attending the program. Many
| children received practice booklets during the vacation and should be practicing daily at home for the test! The students
need to especially prepare for the writing section which for many of the students is the most difficult and challenging.
Good Luck !
To all my ESL students | hope for good results on the NYSESLAT and for a successful year and many wpnderful
| memories.

| Happy Spring -) :
I1C. Bosetti

e e e e e ettt
- e e e e e e e e e == ===
| Art

Kindergarten students are completing their books about color. They have been learning how to mix the prime!ry colors
(Yellow, Red, and Blue) to make the secondary colors (Orange, Green and Violet). They also learned how to us§ white

| and black. They made these paintings into books, and wrote about what they had learned.

Students in first grade are cutting, gluing and coloring to make collages about their neighborhood. They bega'l their
collage by painting a background color to reflect a time of day and type of weather for the sky. Next, they used I§rge rec-
tangles for the streets, sidewalks and buildings. They cut smaller rectangles for windows and doors. They addef details
like cars, people, animals, plants, and other things they might see in their neighborhood.

Third graders made a collage of a dinosaur from multicolor crayon rubbings of textures. They will invent textujes and

| patterns to make drawings of dinosaurs, and they will make mmastla drawings using tints and shades to show dinti—
saurs in a landscape.

Fourth and fifth graders are learning how an artist creates an illusion of space in a painting or drawing. They §re mak-
ing portraits of people in an environment that has a foreground, a middleground, and a background.

I
I I
IL. Rovinsky I
|
h _— _— _— — — — — _— _— _— _— _— _— _— _— — — — — _— _— _— _— _— _— _— _— _I
I _— _— _— — — — — — _— _— _— _— _— _— _— — — — — — _— _— _— _— _— _— _— — -—
I Computer I
I
I Hello Everyone! I
IApril is Poetry Month so please make sure to checkc!your
| The 3% and 4" grades are almost finished with their PowerPoint presentations and are currently learning how to add pic-

tures, animations and final touches before they present and print. The children will be printing their resentationslin color
I yp p p g p
so they can share all of their hard work with you at home! Thgr&de has been learning how to create cartoons using a
| new program to the computer lab called Animadigim We are just now learning how to create foregrounds and back-
I grounds with moving tracks. All of our hard work is giving us a better appreciation of how hard it is to make a carbon!

:Ms. Coyne

e e - e e o e e e e e e e e e e o D S S S e S e e e e e .
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| Writing I

Spring is here and with it comes April, National Poetry Month. The students of PS 175 spent the month of Mardh learn-
| ing the various techniques of poetry and then became poets themselves. Many of the children wrote beautiful poizms. You
can see some of their wonderful work on the bulletin board outside the library.
Later in the month we will celebrate Poem In Your Pocket Day. This is a good time to ask your children to shale their
favorite poems with you and to share your favorite poems with your children.
Now we are studying the mythology of the ancient Greeks and Romans. Many of the children are fascinated by mythol-
ogy because of the many popular books and movies for children that reference mythology. You will find your chil§ren
both knowledgeable and interested in the subject. This may be a wonderful opportunity to read some ancient Iiteiature that
| your children will love.

| Keep reading and writing! :
: Mrs. Haren Zwiebel :
B e e e e e e e e e e e

| PhysicalEducatonNews |
I P.S 175 Physical Education has our goals set high for the year 2010. |

Grades & have successfully finished The Fitness Gram Test and have been preparing for our annual school Slpirit Day
activities. Grades ¥ physical education classes will be held outdoors as the weather starts to become warmer. Spirit Day
this year will be held on May 1'3all parents are welcome to come support their children as we celebrate spirit day py par-

|ticipating in various activities. Spirit Day-Fhirts are now on sale. Please contact the office for further details. FlylerS wil
be sent home within the next couple of weeks with additional information pertaining to Spirit Day. | encourage allparents
to become active with their children in whatever physical activity you enjoy as a family. Make physical fithess an anor-

[t ant part of you and your childbs Iife.

I
I Be active and be healthy.
I I

I
:Mr.Davis |
h__________—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_I
I___—_—_—_—_-__—_—_—_—_—-_—_—-
I Primary science I

I
Ités Spring! Iltdéds nice weat her, baby animals are bJorn, 8
science. What a great time to | earn about | ife cycles. T

| life cycle of the chick has been completed and the life cycle of the frog also. We are patiently waiting for the catefpillars
arrive to observe and learn the life cycle of the butterfly. When the cycle is complete, we will let the beautiful phinfed la

butterflies free. Thatodés not all; after the butterfly, w
|because it usually rains a lot, the students wil/ IIearn
prentice meteorologists and observe the various clouds, predict and record the upcoming weather daily. Last, buj not least,
Spring is planting ti me. In the primary science r o0o0m, 21
which in French means, AThe childrends gardeno. Thle st ud
will chart the growth of the plants daily and have the responsibility of caring for the plants. |
I Until next time, enjoy Spring! I
I I
|Ms. Torre I
I I

I

L————————————————————————————
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I AIS Reading I

: I
I Here are some important ways to help your child read: I
| f Think of fithe causeo what makes this happen?
1 Underline important sentences when reading paragraphs or short stories |
| 1 Ask for examples, How do you know?
I 1 Notice change in the action or the character..Ask, what changed, how did it change, what made it chang!?
1 Ask them to prove it. Refer back to the story and find proof. I
| 1 Notice descriptive words. Find the adjectives. How was something or someone described?
1 Read poems. What was the author talking about? Was the author comparing one thing to something elsd?
| 1 Read short stories aloud to your child. Have them just listen and then ask them questions
I 1 When you do something special, every once in a while have your child write about it. How about adding !0 their
writerbds notebook or starting a diary? |
| 1 Ask them to describe things. Write all the words down that can describe something.
| 1 Have them write letters. Thank someone for a present or a special day. |
| ! hope you will find this information helpful. Have fun with it and get
started!
|
|
I Susan Hyman
|
|
|
| UPPER SCIENCE '

| I
Spring is here and we are so excited to see the Earth coming back to life! Grades two, three, and five are studyifg plants,
animals, and ecosystems. Grade four is preparing for the state science test 8h June 7 I

| On April 22"%it was Earth Day. For the passed two years we have raised money for endangered animals. Our dogations go
to the World Wildlife Fund. This year we will be raising money for theeged tree frog and the amur leopard. Bring in
| your change and help keep the animals of the Earth around for a long, long time!

Remember there are many other ways we can help the Earth each day of the year:
1  Turn off lights and televisions when you leave a room.
1 Wash clothes in cold or warm water instead of hot.
1 Walk or ride a bike instead of driving.
1 Make sure you reduce, reuse and recycle!

Enjoy the warm weather!

IMs. C. Viola
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Ms. Steinmetz's 4th grade class along with our wonderful art teacher Ms. Rovinsky, had the agnazing
opportunity to take part in a cityide book making project sponsored by the Morgan Library andfMu-
seum. The children were asked to create poems describing their favorite season. They then pjcked top-
ics that represented something important to them in the season they choose. The children thep learned
how to create accordion style books they folded by hand. When they were done with the writirjg and
folding, they had the opportunity to learn how to make their own paints. The students used spgach,
different spices, bugs and stones such as Lapis, and ground them into pigments to make painf in colors
such as red, blue, green and yellow. They painted pictures in their books and as a finishing tojich the
children learned how to use 14karat goldleaf that they then added to their pictures.

Ms. Rovinsky, Ms. Steinmetz and Mrs. Green then choose a few of these wonderful books to gnter
into the contest along with children from many other schoolsmatg. In the end 24 winners were
chosen, three of which were from our school! Melanie Piansky, Hanyang Huang and Vlad Crafvin

were among these winners! As part of winning this special honor, the children along with teacjers,

administrators, family and friends were invited to visit the Morgan Library and Museum in Manpattan
where they were able to see the winning entires on display! After the viewing, the children we
awarded special certificates for their hard work and creativity in a presentation given by the Mprgan
Library and Museum. It was a truly great honor and a fabulous evening!

The
En%elhard
Ga

lery
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| TAG

| Constitution Works was a great success! For those of you not familiar with the project: It's a mock trial around
the First Amendment - 9 children perform as lawyers for a newspaper, 9 for the government, and 9 as Supreme
Court judges. This is a 5th grade project, which | have been doing for years in cooperation with Constitution
Works in which the school gets a court room for 2 hours. Everyone has been working on this for weeks- and |

| hope you can see in the photos how exciting it was for everyone involved. | think this will be remembered by

| the kids for the rest of their lives!

I Sincerely,

I Mrs. Bialek
|
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PERSONALS

Happy Birthday!

Jonah Aulov 1 -223 April 2

Luke Anderson 1-232 April 4

To Luke Anderson:

Happy Birthday Luke!, We love you so
much and are always proud of you.
Love, Mommy, Daddy and Jesse

To Ruoxin Cai:

Happy everyday! Baby, we love you so
much!

Chenghui Cai, Lixia Xiao

To Jonah, We love you so much Happy
Birthday. Love, Mommy, Papa, Ben,
Joshie, & Sam

To Jonah, Happy Birthday ! We are so
proud of you. Love, Saba, Sovta and Mimi

Pen and Ink
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